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When Mr. Gandhi concluded his opening speech, a volley of amendments
rushed forth ... to secure relaxations in the conditions. . . . Mr. Gandhi and
the supporters of his view emphasized that, having pledged and believing that
it was only through complete fulfilment of swadeshi programme that they could
attain swaraj, it would be laying the axe at the very root of the edifice so far
built if they were to omit strict compliance with the swadeshi programme. It
was much better to have only one tahsil or one district in the whole of India
which could practise civil disobedience rather than the entire country unprepared
for it. ...

After heated discussion ... all amendments for deletion of strict swadeshi
clauses were defeated . . . Mr. Gandhi urged that they should arrive at a con-
clusion which all of them should feel as the right one and should earnestly and
sincerely try to put into practice. . . .*

The Hindu, 7-11-1921

173.   SPEECH AT A.I.C.C., DELHI

November 5, 1921

On the resolution regarding renouncing Government service Mr. Gandhi
said that while the motion declared it as an inherent right of every citizen to
offer his advice on Government service, he emphasized that Congress Com-
mittee was not issuing a mandate that all must go to the barracks to advise
the soldiers to come out. This mandate was not issued not for fear of imprison-
ment but due to their inability at present to provide all soldiers who would
come out. There was however full freedom for individuals on their own res-
ponsibility to actually go to the barracks and ask the soldiers to leave the army.
Personally he had advised hundreds of soldiers to give up the service.

Amrita Bazar Patrika, 8-11-1921

174.   SPEECH AT MATHURA*

November 5, 1921

Mr. Gandhi . . . dealing with the question of attainment of swaraj by
the end of October, said he had never said that he could personally bring
about conditions which would bend [sic] them for it. It was for those who as
delegates of the last Indian National Congress had pledged themselves to
carrying out the programme of non-co-operation laid down by the Congress

1 The meeting agreed to authorize the Working Committee to relax the
conditions in exceptional cases.

2 Pandit Motilal Nehru presiding